
Splunk for Defence: 
Advanced Splunk 
Dashboarding Showcase
Dan Gray, Splunk Technical Consultant at Somerford

Penny Harrison, Marketing Director at Somerford

Note: This session will be recorded



Introduction

Penny Harrison,
Marketing Director at 
Somerford

Dan Gray,
Splunk Technical Consultant at 
Somerford 



Data Fabric for Defence by 2025

● Data is being exploited by skilled Defence resource, using a common set of 

tooling

● Extensive adoption of Digital capabilities is resulting in tangible returns on its 

digital investment

● Successful and timely delivery of digital and data capability into programmes 

has realised strategic outcomes 

Data fabric is a federated approach for securely managing, accessing and 

analysing data from any system or application from source 

Delivering on Defence Digital Strategy:



Somerford and Defence

- Defence holds lots of  unstructured data

- Huge value in this data

- Splunk can aggregate  human readable data

- We can help

https://www.somerfordassociates.com/somerford-

defence-service/

https://www.somerfordassociates.com/somerford-defence-service/
https://www.somerfordassociates.com/somerford-defence-service/
https://www.somerfordassociates.com/somerford-defence-service/


Splunk Licensing Professional 
Services

Splunk Education

Workshops & Webinars

Health Check Support Form

The MOD Splunk Enterprise Agreement (MSEA) offers a range of new services for 
end-users including, on-demand and advisory services, professional services, user 
training, as well as discovery and technical workshops to enhance user’s skills and 
future use-case adoption.

Solution Guides

Splunk Trial



 

Agenda

● Learn to make smart and interactive dashboards with real data 

● Create appealing dashboards for management/business  

● Learn to graphically illustrate your IT Operations data  

● Visualise data using complex graphs and charts 



Take dashboards from this:



To this



Getting started with Splunk
1. Make a Splunk account

2. Download latest version of Splunk enterprise

3. Install

4. Add data









Start with a Plan



Adding a background

Adding a Background











Adding our panels

● Best way to visualise the data you want to 

present

● Location of panels

● Panel orientation

● Don’t overload with information











Formatting 

options

Data Bars

Icon Links

Sparklines

Progress Bars

Color Coding

Icon and Image Display

Text Styling

Thresholds





Adding more panels

● Visualisations

● Panel titles

● Chart type

● Time range picker

● Drilldowns















Live Demo



Defence Roadshows

● Somerford and Splunk roadshows will be held 

across main sites in the 2024 (dates TBC)

● Demonstrating the range of Licence offered 

under EA (Enterprise Agreement)

● Exploring Data Fabric platform use cases

https://www.somerfordassociates.com/somerford-defence-service/


Upcoming Knowledge 
Workshops For 

Defence



Upcoming Knowledge 
Workshops in Q1

Splunk Fundamentals

● Jan 18, Feb 15 & Mar 14 | 10am-1pm

● somerfordassociates.com/somerford
-defence-service-splunk-fundament
als-workshop/

Advanced Splunk Searches and 

Dashboarding

● Feb 28 | 10am-1pm

● somerfordassociates.com/somerford
-defence-service-splunk-search-and
-reporting-workshop/



Upcoming Knowledge 
Workshops in Q1

Mastering Splunk Architecture

● Mar 21 | 10am-1pm

● somerfordassociates.com/events/so
merford-defence-service-mastering-
splunk-architecture-knowledge-wor
kshop/

Splunk for Security: Enterprise Security (ES)

● Mar 19 | 10am-1pm

● somerfordassociates.com/events/so
merford-defence-service-splunk-ent
erprise-security-es-workshop/



https://www.somerfordassociates.com/somerford-defence-service/ 

https://www.somerfordassociates.com/somerford-defence-service/


Q&A
info@somerfordassociates.com
www.somerfordassociates.com/

http://www.somerfordassociates.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/somerford-associates-limited/
https://twitter.com/somerford_ltd?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv0ZL6nwghTSBAPR15LOEMg
https://www.somerfordassociates.com/events/

